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Abstract:

Our study revolves around a significant topic, as it highlights the relationship between
electronic social networks, especially Facebook, which is a multi-dimensional,
technological, and communicative phenomenon that has a great impact on the structure of
societies and the public sphere in Algeria. What increases the subject's importance is the
focus on the youth category, which has a close relationship with modern technologies in
general, including Facebook.

Throughout this study, we aimed at figuring out how Algerian youth represent and use
Facebook network as an online public space, open to public debate on issues of public
interest in Algeria, next to our endeavor to interpret the relationship between Facebook as
an electronic public space on one hand and real public space for Algerian youth on the other.
Thereby we have adopted the descriptive method, within which we have used the
questionnaire and the interview as data collection tools, distributed among 564 subjects of a
purposive stratified sample of Algerian youth users of Facebook over 19 years old, the
interview involved 20 subjects of them. The study attained a set of results, the most important
ones are:

-Most Algerian youth have been using Facebook for a significant amount of time, in ways
that have allowed them to own the network

- The Algerian youth represent Facebook as a means of establishing and managing a variety
of social relations in first place. Then, as a means of entertainment and escaping boredom,
thirdly it stands for a tool for learning experiences, exchanging knowledge and information;
therefore they do not have a strong representation of it as a public space destined to actual
debate and to make a difference in society.

-Algerian youth poses Facebook as an instrument for building and managing social capital,
then for obtaining knowledge, experience and information, and as a means of entertainment,
leisure and spare time passing. That is why; despite of the opportunity of freedom, and
capabilities etc., Algerian youth have remained just as passive usersthan as actual actors or
critics of Facebook.

-The relationship between Facebook as an electronic public space and real public space for
Algerian youth is blurred, unclear and even weak. There is no strong mutual influence
between them.

Keywords : e-social networks, public space, public cyberspace, representations, uses and
possession.
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Abstract: In the below paper, we will discuss the problematic of Electronic social networks as a public space for an
electronic public opinion and how it can give out a real change. At first let us agree that the public space is a necessity
for modern societies because it's a tool to produce solutions, to have the legitimacy and to insure rights and duties, so it
is a base for the process of development in a society.

Its existence depends on spaces of expression's freedom which is not available in modern societies where the monopoly
of the ruling power and businessman in the world control the media and the different expression's spaces in addition to
other exceptional case as wars.

Moreover the technology has created new choices that gave hope researchers who believe that these choices are
enough to give out the needed changes. The most important part of these choices is the social media or electronic social
networks, considered as alternate democratic space open to creat and guide a public opinion.

In the same framework we explained the reasons and factures lead to its use .At last we discussed its characteristics and
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Ful Name : Amel AZRI

o Electronic Social Networks And Their Relation With
¥ The Public Sphere In Algeria - A Study On A Sample Of
3 Facebook Users -

o3 9o I La A Thesis Submitted for the PhD Degree in Information And
SALAH BOUBNIDER Communication Sciences.

Abstract:
Our study revolves around a significant topic, as it highlights the relationship between electronic

social networks, especially Facebook , which is a multi-dimensional, technological,and communicative
phenomenon that has a great impact on the structure of societies and the public sphere in Algeria. What
increases the subject's importance is the focus on the youth category, which has a close relationship with
modern technologies in general, including Facebook .

Throughout this study, we aimed at figuring out how Algerian youth represent and use Facebook
network as an online public space, open to public debate on issues of public interest in Algeria, next to our
endeavor to interpret the relationship between Facebook as an electronic public space on one hand and real
public space for Algerian youth on the other. Thereby we have adopted the descriptive method, within which
we have used the questionnaire and the interview as data collection tools, distributed among 564 subjects of
a purposive stratified sample of Algerian youth users of Facebook over 19 years old, the interview involved
20 subjects of them. The study attained a set of results, the most important ones are:

-Most Algerian youth have been using Facebook for a significant amount of time, in ways that have
allowed them to own the network

- The Algerian youth represent Facebook as a means of establishing and managing a variety of social
relations in first place. Then, as a means of entertainment and escapingboredom, thirdly it stands for a tool
for learning experiences, exchanging knowledge and information; therefore they do not have a strong
representation of it as a public space destined to actual debate and to make a difference in society.

-Algerian youth poses Facebook as an instrument for building and managing social capital, then for
obtaining knowledge, experience and information, and as a means of entertainment, leisure and spare time
passing. That is why; despite of the opportunity offreedom, and capabilities etc., Algerian youth have
remained just as passive usersthan as actual actors or critics of Facebook.

-The relationship between Facebook as an electronic public space and real public space for Algerian
youth is blurred, unclear and even weak. There is no strong mutual influence between them.

Keywords: E-Social Networks, Public Space, Public Cyberspace, Representations, Uses
And Possession.
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