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Abstract 

European integration, since 1951, has been known for many achievements, from the 

sectorial level to the European Common Market and the political union starting since 1992. 

From the Maastricht Treaty, it began to transform Europe into a key player in the international 

relations, through providing them with the capacity to act through a common foreign policy. As 

well as the protection of European security, not only by defense within the framework of NATO,  

but by resorting to a common security and defense policy. In addition to the continuous work to 

strengthen the position of the European Union, in international economic relations, through 

the European Monetary Union, which seems more obvious than other area  to establish the 

European Union as an influential force in international relations. 

Despite the shock of the results of the referendum on the draft European constitution in 

2005, the EU has been able to overcome the effects of this shock, in order to achieve more results 

on the ground. As a result of Europe's failure to ratify the draft constitution, the skeptical 

currents tried to create an atmosphere of opposition, to deepen integration in areas of the federal 

approach. The European Union's reform of the draft constitution, a new EU treaty in 2007 that 

introduced changes in the European’s way of thinking, was no less ambitious than the measures 

contained in the Constitution especially in the areas of common foreign policy. Greater 

flexibility has been given to the European mechanisms of action, as well as to the role of the 

High Representative of the Union, which is close to that of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in 

the national political system. 

The European Union is also moving towards tackling the dilemma of the military staff, 

paying attention to the dilemma of military capabilities and the problem of military spending in 

light of the economic crisis. Through a combination of institutional mechanisms, such as 

permanent and organized cooperation, as well as the strengthening of the European Defense 

Agency. In addition to the establishment of the European Defense Fund, to find a compromise 

between the European need to provide a larger defense budget, taking into account the 

economic situation in which members States have been present since 2008. This has created a 

negative reaction in the European public opinion, Euro, which is evident in national fiscal 

policies,  especially in the areas of public spending, etc. 

The joint security and defense policy, with the launch of the Council of the European 

Union in December 2017 culminated in a permanent structured cooperation with 25 countries. 

A new course has been launched to deepen defense and security integration, with a view to 

further activating this area in the first stage, and then focusing efforts on realizing the goal set 

out in the State of the Union address 2017, the establishment of a European Defense Union by 

2025. 

Thus, the European Union has begun to emerge from the vision presented by Jacques 

Delors, whom he defined as an undefined political entity. The Union began to move more and 

more to federal characteristics, although these characteristics do not intersect with the 

characteristics of traditional federal units, embodied by the US model, as much as they conform 

to a more flexible federal model, which is called in the political literature the name of 

cooperative federalism. Thus, the Union is no longer the indefinite entity, it is a special model 

of the federal units, which constitutes a compromise between the confederation on the one hand 

and the central federalism on the other. Where greater power has been given to European 

institutions, without their solutions being replaced by national institutions, or the transfer of the 

decision-making center entirely to the European Union.
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