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Abstract

This study tries to deal with the role of regional organizations in the settlement of conflict
in countries situated in the West of the African continent due to the fact that Africa is
considered as the most susceptible continent to endless conflicts and civil wars.

As a result, political instability and security situations are volatile because of the fragility of
post-independence state building and the rise of internal conflicts as well.

This situation has led to the emergence of many regional groups aimed at fulfilling the
integration within the framework of collective structural change, and this is what let the
founders of these communities to realize the importance of the relationship between
sustainable economic growth and reachingsecurity and stability in their own regions, as well
as promoting cooperation in economic and political arenasas it is witnessedin the experience
of ECOWAS.

Although, ithas been crucial for ECOWAS organization to excel its institutional structures of
security and defense in order toadopt newmeasures to ensure regional peace and security.

At the end of the cold war, ithas been noticeable that the intervention of these organizations in
the resolution of conflictslocated within its geographical area has become a phenomenon,
especially in light of the weakness of the continental organization's efforts(African union)in
the settlement of conflicts, in addition to decline of the international attention.
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