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Abstract

This article deals with political corruption, which reflects the abuse of public
power for private gain. This means that it is negative behavior that affects the interests
of the other, while civil society, organized and controlled for political, economic and
social life, is representative of the importance of our study: Demonstrating the multiple
forms, levels and impact of corruption, The functioning and impact of these
organizations on corruption.
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gl

We will highlight this importance by: Our study of political corruption in Tunisia
and the means used by these organizations to stop this goal of controlling political life
by using a descriptive approach to determining the level and impact of political
corruption and the historical development of political corruption in Tunisia, while
comparing corruption with the role of civil society in the fight against corruption
during two periods of time.

Keywords: Political corruption, fighting political corruption, civil society
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Summary:

This study aims to highlight the effectiveness of civil society organisations in combating
political corruption in both Algeria and Tunisia by exercising control over local bodies,
governors and even ministers. Civil society organisations are of great importance in this field,
they are the official channel through which the effects of political corruption on citizens are
revealed.

In this study, we have drawn on a range of approaches, including the descriptive approach,
which we have employed to describe the phenomenon of political corruption and its implications
in Algeria and Tunisia. We also used the legal approach to define the laws issued by both
countries to fight political corruption and to allow for the monitoring role of civil society
organisations. We also resorted to the statistical analytical approach by analysing some statistics
that show the extent of the phenomenon in both countries.

Many significant findings emerged from this study, including the following:

- Political corruption is widespread in both countries, especially in the period preceding the
popular movement in both countries.

- The reasons for the spread of this phenomenon are due to the absence of President Bouteflika
from the political scene (Algeria), and the control of Ben Ali's regime over the political and
economic life (Tunisia).

- Civil society proved its effectiveness during the period of the popular movement, which
prompted the transitional authority in both countries to assign it a new role of involving local
groups in the implementation of local public policies.

- Civil society organizations have moved from the practice of informal control based on a set of
legal loopholes to the practice of formal control based on participatory democracy. The rise of
civil society organisations to participate in public policy-making in most areas will give them the
capacity to proactively fight political corruption.

- In cases where the authority does not respond to their demands, civil society organisations use
a range of official means to stop or disrupt the implementation of public policies.

- Due to lack of experience, Civil society organisations still suffer from abuse of power in
various fields and at various times, in addition to the presence of leaders of organisations who
bargain with the authorities for their own interests.

- The future of civil society organisations is linked to the decisions of governments which may
tend to support organisations and develop their capacities or may seek to control them.
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