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Abstract:

International relations have undergone radical changes in the nature of conflicts from
international to internal following the emergence of the concept of minorities after the end of
the Cold War, while they have been the subject of studies in international relations, due to
their association with the identity of societies in light of the construction of the modern nation

This research aims to shed light on the situation of minorities and to analyse a
conflictual phenomenon represented in the case of the Turkish minority of Western Thrace in
Greece as an example of the situation of minorities in the region. This is done through a
theoretical tool represented in Johan Galtung's model of violence and his explanation of the
reality of the situation as an example of the conditions of Muslim minorities in the region.
Where the dimensions of the theoretical tool and its approach to reality are available, as the
Turkish minority in Western Thrace lives in discriminatory and exclusive economic, social,
political and cultural conditions.

The study concluded that the Turkish minority in Western Thrace lives in conditions of
discrimination and exclusion on the basis of ethnicity, which has been practised on them at
the level of power structures socially, economically and politically, despite the reforms
brought about by government programmes, confirming the continuity of the violence
practised structurally and culturally through the failure to implement the concept of positive
peace, hence the absence of social justice.

Keywords: western Thrace, Violence, Turkish minority,cultural violence, structural violence.
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