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Abstract

Transitional justice is considered a relatively recent phenomenon, as it began to become
popular in its current sense since the beginning of the so-called third wave of democratic
transition. On the other hand, In the Arab world, it began to appear gradually in the 1990s
and was institutionalized for the first time in Morocco in 2004. The importance of
researching transitional justice issues in Arab countries cannot be denied, especially since
they address issues of memory and aim to restore respect to those oppressed by the
authoritarian regimes that the region has witnessed since the beginning of the second half of
the twentieth century. In this thesis, we relied on the new institutionalism theory for a more
precise understanding of institutions, and more specifically, the theoretical statements of the
historical institutionalism were the most important entry point that we relied on to understand
more of the phenomenon, especially the theory of path dependency and critical junctures.
As for the approach, we followed the steps of the comparative approach by isolating three
cases that we chose as a sample to study the subject, namely Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco.
As for the comparative technique, it is the most similar systems design (MSSD), as well as
the most diffirent systems design (MDSD). Finally, a set of results were reached, the most
important of which was that transitional justice in Arab world is affected by the dependence
on the authoritarian path produced by the historical institutional choices of the state-building
period. We also concluded that a successful democratic transition does not necessarily mean
the success of transitional justice in the Arab world. The more there is ideological
polarization and division, the more transitional justice and the transitional process face the
risk of failure.

Keywords: Transitional justice, Path dependency, Democratic transition, Egypt,
Tunisia, Morroco.
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Abstract:

This paper aims to cover the issue of how transitional justice appeared in the Arab world and
to reach new theoretical results and generalizations, through the use of the comparative
method in addition to the historical institutionalism theory. Consequently, this research paper
reached a set of results, the most important of which is that transitional justice in the Arab
world has emerged as a result of two historical circumstances: the path dependency and the
critical juncture; Reformist accumulations in the field of human rights while giving space to
the opposition, can lead to the emergence of transitional justice. Our findings are very
important for presenting a theoretical perspective on transitional justice in the Arab world that
gives the historical factor a great place, in addition to the possibility of raising new questions
and problems related to the subject.

Keywords: Transitional Justice. Morocco. Tunisia. Path Dependency. Critical Junctures.
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