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This thesis aims to analyze the protracted social conflict in Colombia
through the lens of Edward Azar's model, which focuses on
understanding long-standing conflicts as a result of unjust social
structures, particularly ethnic marginalization and deprivation of basic
human needs. The study adopts Azar’s analytical triad: the genesis of the
conflict, its dynamics, and its outcomes. It reveals how sectarian
divisions, state failure, and foreign interventions have deepened and
Through this analysis, the study .prolonged the conflict over decades
concludes that the Colombian conflict cannot be reduced to a purely
security or political issue. Rather, it is the product of a historical
accumulation of social and economic exclusion, often perpetuated by
the state through exclusionary policies and weak political participation.
Efforts at peace, such as the 2016 agreement, failed to achieve real

The .reconciliation because they did not address the root grievances
study also offers a theoretical contribution by testing Azar’s model and
confirming its relevance in interpreting protracted conflicts. It
emphasizes the need to further develop the model to account for global
variables such as globalization, the role of multinational corporations,
Ultimately, the study concludes that .and the rentier economy



addressing protracted social conflicts requires comprehensive structural
reform that targets the social, political, and cultural foundations of
society, through inclusive justice, equitable development, and the
broadening of political participation.

Keywords: Protracted social conflict, Colombia, Basic Needs ,Social
Structure



