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Abstract :

The study examined the reality and requirements for implementing
participatory democracy in local authorities in Algeria, where the legislator has
formulated the legal foundation for devoting this model for managing the public
affairs at the local level, in keeping with transformations in the international and
national arena, and to meet developmental challenges. Participatory democracy is
based on strengthening the representative system by expanding the scope of
popular participation in the decision-making process and activating its governance
standards. From this perspective, it represents a fundamental requirement for
enhancing trust between citizens and state institutions, and integrating the efforts
of social, political, and administrative actors to achieve local development. The
study found that in Algeria's case, there are legal, institutional, and cultural
obstacles that hinder the practice of participatory democracy. This requires
making regulatory legal amendments and developing clear and effective
mechanisms, as well as focusing on developing a culture of participatation.
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