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Abstract

This study addresses development as a mechanism for peacebuilding in Africa,
focusing on Rwanda as a model to examine the relationship between these two domains.
The African continent has faced challenges related to violence and recurring conflicts,
necessitating the search for effective solutions that promote social and economic stability
by rebuilding community relationships, reinforcing political stability, and fostering
comprehensive development. This is achieved through an increasing awareness of the
interconnectedness between development and peace.

The importance of this research lies in analyzing the relationship between
development and peacebuilding in Africa by discussing integrated approaches to
development in mitigating conflicts and strengthening stability in African societies. It also
analyzes the role of democracy, through its various mechanisms and effective institutions,
in promoting a peaceful and stable environment. The study explores the effects of social
development on building a culture of peace, enhancing social harmony, and preventing
conflicts. Additionally, it aims to evaluate best practices in peacebuilding by identifying
effective practices, methods, and strategies applied in the African context that have
contributed to achieving peace and sustainable development.

The study required relying on several methodologies to analyze and research
development and peacebuilding, and to comprehend important aspects of the Rwandan
experience. We adopted the historical approach and case study method to examine the
Rwandan case and study its various strategies, especially after the genocide, in the areas of
development and peacebuilding. The historical approach is important for understanding
how ideas and policies related to development and peacebuilding were formed in specific
historical contexts, and for studying key events that contributed to shaping the country's
social, political, and economic situation in both ancient and modern times.

The study concluded with a broader understanding of peacebuilding mechanisms in
the African context, focusing on the impact of comprehensive development strategies on
peacebuilding in Rwanda. The results showed that coordinated efforts between
development and peace, involving local actors, culture, and grassroots solutions,
significantly contributed to promoting economic growth and social cohesion, leading to
sustainable peace.

Keywords: Development; Peacebuilding; Post-conflict society; Africa; Rwanda.



Résumé

Cette étude examine la relation entre le développement et la consolidation de la paix
en Afrique, en prenant le Rwanda comme cas d'étude. Face aux défis persistants de la
violence et des conflits sur le continent africain, la recherche de solutions pour promouvoir
la stabilité sociale et économique devient cruciale, notamment a travers la reconstruction
des relations communautaires, le renforcement de la stabilité politique et la promotion d'un
développement holistique.

La recherche se distingue par son analyse approfondie de l'interconnexion entre
développement et consolidation de la paix en Afrique, explorant les approches intégrées
visant a atténuer les conflits et renforcer la stabilité. Elle examine le réle fondamental de la
démocratie et de ses institutions dans la création d'un environnement pacifique, tout en
¢valuant I'impact du développement social sur la construction d'une culture de paix et la
prévention des conflits. L'étude vise également a identifier les meilleures pratiques en
matiere de consolidation de la paix dans le contexte africain, en mettant l'accent sur les
stratégies qui ont démontré leur efficacité.

La méthodologie s'appuie sur une approche historique et une étude de cas
approfondie du Rwanda, particulierement aprés le génocide. Cette approche permet de
comprendre comment les politiques de développement et de consolidation de la paix se
sont formées dans des contextes historiques spécifiques, et d'analyser les événements clés
qui ont fagonné la situation sociale, politique et économique du pays.

Les conclusions de 1'é¢tude révelent l'importance d'une approche holistique de la
consolidation de la paix dans le contexte africain. L'expérience rwandaise démontre que la
coordination efficace entre les initiatives de développement et de paix, combinée a
l'implication active des acteurs locaux et l'intégration des solutions culturellement
adaptées, contribue significativement a la croissance économique et a la cohésion sociale.
Cette synergie entre développement et paix s'avere essentielle pour établir une paix durable
et un développement soutenable.

Mots-clés : Développement ; Consolidation de la paix ; Société post-conflit ; Afrique
; Rwanda.
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Abstract:

The new conflicts confirmed the importance of the stuctural factors in triggering and
keeping repeat these conflicts. What is required the rethinking and the developement of the
mechanisms and the approaches of conflict resolution, also the practice of peace by
researching its structural causes the intertwined. The African conflicts reflect and
complicated nature of poverty, conflict and violence which makes the fields of development
and peacebuilding more intertwined and interconnected at both the conceptual and practical
levels in general. Peacebuilding practitioners and theorists look to the development that it
can reduce poverty. In addition, some development professionals describe peacebuilding as
the essential pillar to prevent violence and conflict. Our emphasis in this study is on the
practices of both sides which become more aware of the relationship between poverty and
conflict and its real causes and also the complexity of finding solutions in Africa.

Keywords: Development; Peacebuilding; Post-Conflict Society; African Union .
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Abstract

This study addresses development as a mechanism for peacebuilding in Africa, focusing on Rwanda as a
model to examine the relationship between these two domains. The African continent has faced challenges
related to violence and recurring conflicts, necessitating the search for effective solutions that promote social
and economic stability by rebuilding community relationships, reinforcing political stability, and fostering
comprehensive development. This is achieved through an increasing awareness of the interconnectedness
between development and peace.

The importance of this research lies in analyzing the relationship between development and peacebuilding in
Africa by discussing integrated approaches to development in mitigating conflicts and strengthening stability in
African societies. It also analyzes the role of democracy, through its various mechanisms and effective
institutions, in promoting a peaceful and stable environment. The study explores the effects of social
development on building a culture of peace, enhancing social harmony, and preventing conflicts. Additionally, it
aims to evaluate best practices in peacebuilding by identifying effective practices, methods, and strategies
applied in the African context that have contributed to achieving peace and sustainable development.

The study required relying on several methodologies to analyze and research development and peacebuilding,
and to comprehend important aspects of the Rwandan experience. We adopted the historical approach and case
study method to examine the Rwandan case and study its various strategies, especially after the genocide, in the
areas of development and peacebuilding. The historical approach is important for understanding how ideas and
policies related to development and peacebuilding were formed in specific historical contexts, and for studying
key events that contributed to shaping the country's social, political, and economic situation in both ancient and
modern times.

The study concluded with a broader understanding of peacebuilding mechanisms in the African context,
focusing on the impact of comprehensive development strategies on peacebuilding in Rwanda. The results
showed that coordinated efforts between development and peace, involving local actors, culture, and grassroots
solutions, significantly contributed to promoting economic growth and social cohesion, leading to sustainable
peace.
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