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Summary

The objective of our research is to investigate how Arabic calligraphy can
be used in visual art to enhance Sufi art by capturing the spiritual essence
and philosophy of the whirling dervish dance “’Al Mawlawiya’’ through its
symbolism and meanings, utilizing the aesthetic, formal, expressive, and
symbolic aspects of Arabic calligraphy in artistic creations. This is carried
out to express the spiritual ambience found in the spinning dervish ritual,
and to communicate the core of this Sufi devotional act to spectators via
Arabic script. The research utilized a descriptive—analytical method to
examine specific pieces by visual artist "Ruhollah Ataeian’, and an

experimental method in producing artwork related to our research topic.
Keywords :

Arabic calligraphy, Sufism, Sufi art, The whirling dervish dance, Al

Mawlawiya.
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