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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the artistic references that influenced Cubism in the work
of Pablo Picasso, encompassing its various epistemological dimensions. Its significance
lies in the idea that while a work of art may retain the same form over time, its meaning
evolves with each historical era. In some periods, artistic expression was limited to the
external appearance of subjects in order to present them through new visual frameworks; in
others, it sought to imitate visible reality to convey human experience as lived at that time.
The importance of this topic also lies in demonstrating that every form and line in
primitive art, ancient Eastern arts, and Islamic art finds its counterpart in modern art—
particularly Cubism. Picasso sought to reduce the visible form into a geometric structure
with a renewed aesthetic, capturing the essence of Cubist representation. This study raises
critical questions regarding the artistic origins and characteristics of Cubism, beginning
with primitive art, ancient Eastern traditions, Islamic art, and African art.

To answer these questions, we adopted both the descriptive-analytical and historical
methods, focusing on seven selected artworks by Pablo Picasso. For the analysis process,
we chose Erwin Panofsky’s method as it best suited the nature of this study. Data
collection tools included systematic observation, along with technical and artistic analysis
of the selected artworks in the applied section of the research. Documentary sources were
also utilized throughout different stages of the study.

The most important findings emerged on two levels: the artistic references and the
applied part of the study. These findings include:

1- Paul Cézanne’s work paved the way for the Cubist style, though his approach
remained somewhat distinct, as his plastic attempts were rooted in
representations based on nature. In contrast, Picasso and Braque rejected this
naturalistic foundation and sought to reach the essence of objects by activating
form. Cubism was not solely based on geometric shapes, but rather on abstract
and simplified systems of form in constructing the artwork—an approach similar
to that found in Eastern art from Mesopotamia, the Levant, and Iran, as well as in
primitive rock art, ancient Chinese and Pharaonic Egyptian art, and Islamic
ornamental abstraction.

2- Picasso’s work displays roots connected to Andalusian Mozarabic art, evidenced
by the presence of Andalusian ceramics in the Méalaga Museum.

3- Picasso activated the geometric formal system, and the Cubist phase was not
confined to a specific period. Rather, it continued to evolve post-Cubism, with
form becoming a synthesis of Cubist, abstract, and surrealist structures.

4- The study attempted to investigate the influence of ancient art on modern art.
Each activated form in Cubism has a corresponding counterpart in
Mesopotamian, Chinese, ancient, primitive, Iranian, Levantine, Pharaonic,
African, and Islamic art.

5- Although Picasso did not explicitly acknowledge being influenced by Eastern
art—aside from Chinese art—the visual elements within his artistic compositions
suggest the influence of these traditions, even through a single line, geometric
form, or color. These influences were often observed in artworks housed in
European museums he had visited.

6- Every work of art has an artistic reference. Therefore, it is imperative for the art
critic or art historian to examine every structural element within an artwork and
to be familiar with the mechanisms of ancient art in order to fully understand
modern and contemporary art.

Keywords:

Cubism; Pablo Picasso; Reference; Ancient Art; Modern Art.
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This study seeks to reveal the reference of color in some stages of Picasso
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Abstract

This study aims to uncover the references of Cubist art in the work of Pablo Picasso, encompassing all its cognitive chapters. Its
significance lies in the fact that artistic work and its developments are subject to temporal polarity. While in certain eras there is
a commitment to the external phenomena of the subject with the goal of reshaping them into a new form for the viewer, in other
times there is a tendency toward imitating visible reality in order to depict it as experienced by humans during that period. The
importance of the topic also lies in showing how every shape and line in primitive and ancient Eastern arts—and even in
Islamic art—has its counterpart in modern art, particularly Cubism. Picasso attempted to return the visible form to a geometric
mold in a new guise that reflects only the essence of Cubist representation.

This study raises questions regarding the artistic references and characteristics of Cubism, beginning with primitive art, ancient
Eastern arts, Islamic art, and African art.

To answer these questions, we used the descriptive-analytical method and the historical method, relying on seven artistic
samples by Pablo Picasso. For the method and steps of sample analysis, we opted for Erwin Panofsky’s approach as it aligns
with the nature of this study. For data collection tools, scientific observation was used, in addition to artistic analysis of
artworks in the practical part of the study. As for documents (sources of information), they were used throughout various stages
of the research.

The most prominent findings were on two levels: artistic references and the applied part of the study, and they were as follows:

1- Cézanne's work paved the way for the Cubist style, but his approach remained somewhat distant from it, as his artistic
attempts were based on construction according to nature. However, Picasso and Braque rejected this application and
sought to reach the essence of the object by activating form. Cubism was not built solely on geometric shapes, but on
abstract and simple shape systems in constructing the painting. This is similar to what we found in Eastern art from
Mesopotamia, the Levant, and Iran, as well as in primitive, Chinese, and ancient Pharaonic art, in addition to Islamic
ornamental abstraction.

2- Picasso had roots in Malaga that were influenced by the art of the Andalusian Mozarabs, evidenced by the presence of
Andalusian ceramics in the Malaga Museum.

3- Picasso activated the geometric formal system, and the Cubist phase was not limited to a specific period—it continued
beyond Cubism, and form became integrated between Cubist, abstract, and surrealist construction.

4- The study attempted to explore the influence of ancient art on modern art. Every form activated in Cubism has its
counterpart in Mesopotamian, Chinese, ancient, and primitive arts, as well as Iranian, Levantine, Pharaonic, African,
and Islamic arts.

5- Picasso did not explicitly declare his influence by Eastern art except for Chinese art, yet the visual icons within his
artistic compositions carry the connotations of these arts, even in a single line, geometric shape, or color. These
influences can be found in artworks housed in European museums that he used to visit.

6- Every artwork has its artistic reference, which requires the art critic or researcher in art history to investigate every
structural element it contains. They must be previously familiar with the mechanisms of ancient arts in order to fully
understand modern and contemporary art.
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